(3) Even in the few cities served by a waterborne sewage system, the sludge is always difficult to handle, and other refuse has still to be dealt with usually by incineration (Williams, 1924) , (Leather, 1895) , (Kelkar, 1909) .
In Western countries also, collection and carting of night-soil is still generally practised in the smaller communities and in outlying parts of cities. The refuse is handled in much the same way as in India, though sometimes a little sorting is done to obtain by-products, or differential treatment given to special kinds of waste, but this only applies to well-organized cities (Hering and Greely, 1921) .
The agricultural aspect From the agricultural point of view the position is still less satisfactory. As (table I) .
The high crop-productioii value of human waste is known and for centuries advantage has been taken of it by the Chinese (King, 1926 ); yet in other tracts, including India, it has never been sufficiently made use of owing to prejudice rather than to ignorance (Kelkar, 1909) . Applied in any form high yields of a great variety of crops are obtained. [Feb., 1934 Russell and Richards (1917) and further developed by Hutchinson and Richards (1921) ] of converting straw to humus with nitrogen by means of aerobic fermentation. Fowler's experiments have recently resulted in a formulated process described by Anstead (1932) . The factors involved in the decomposition have been studied further by Rao and Subrahmanyan (1932) . Howard and Wad (1931) [Feb., 1934 FJg-1-?Charging the trench. [ Feb., 1934 The few fly larvae that may be found on the cool sides of the charge are turned into the heap and destroyed by the high temperature therein. If 
